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TELL YOUR STORY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Let the redeemed of the Lord tell their story…”              
                                                              Psalm 107:2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                            a travel narrative 
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TELL YOUR STORY 

The Word Becoming Flesh and Blood 
 
There is a deep and fulfilling richness that awaits us as we read The Book 
with open eyes of faith. These life-giving words in Luke’s narrative provide 
us with both hope and encouragement. They are like fresh rain drops 
falling upon the dry earth of our thirsty hearts. Slowly, steadily, as we read 
with expectation life begins to break through the crust of our being in the 
form of godly character. Love and peace, goodness and joy, life and 
strength. We must also not lose sight of perseverance and purpose. This 
slow work of transformation strengthens the muscles of our spirit and 
helps us in our quest to be followers of Jesus Christ. Once touched with 
heaven’s fragrant life our responsive heart springs into action. This rich 
work of God’s grace enables us to communicate words which bring life 
and freshness with them. Without a doubt Luke introduces us into the 
world of Kingdom life. And, what an incredible experience it becomes as 
we read and live in the good of this travel narrative.  
 

Reading Prayerfully 
 
The casual reader of the Scriptures will be inclined to miss the storyline. 
Usually pulling out key phrases and texts to formulate dogma to undergird 
their own belief system. But as the prayerfully avid reader enters the Jesus 
world, he or she finds that the Holy Spirit comes alongside to teach us 
with living words. Like the aroma of freshly baked bread draws us to the 
table to eat. So, the Holy Spirit calls us into the story of God’s world, and 
we eat and are nourished! We read and something begins to stir within 
us, and we feel somewhat like the two travellers on the road to Emmaus 
after talking to Jesus. “Back and forth they talked. “Didn’t we feel on fire 
as he conversed with us on the road, as he opened up the Scriptures for 
us?” We must not lose sight of the thin curtain between heaven and earth. 
The access we have to the presence of God. And of course, the whole 
purpose of reading The Book is to allow these words of life to penetrate 
our lives and become flesh and blood lived out! We are being called to 
enter into God’s unfamiliar world of creation and salvation stretching 
endlessly above and beyond us. It is for this purpose that the whole of 
creation stands on tiptoe! 
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The Status of a Learner 
 
Soon after leaving school I applied for an apprenticeship as a lithographer. 
It was quite a daunting experience for a young man to leave the known 
surroundings of school life and to be ushered in to an unfamiliar workplace 
environment. However, it was inspiring to watch these qualified 
journeymen work on highly technical machinery, producing high quality 
print. Their attention to detail, colour and design was obvious. These men 
had learned their trade well and were head and shoulders above the likes 
of me, a young school leaver! It would of course been quite arrogant and 
out of place for me to try and tell them how to do their job. 
 

God’s Plan Is Always Better 
 
So, I found it very interesting while reading about Jesus talking to a group 
of fishermen at the Lake of Gennesaret. When He had finished teaching, 
He tells Peter to “Put out into deep water and let down the nets for a 
catch.” Well, let’s put ourselves in Peter’s shoes for a moment. I 
mentioned earlier about my own experience as an apprentice in the 
presence of professionals who knew their job inside out. Peter’s response, 
“We’ve worked hard all night and haven’t caught anything.” It was Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer who said, “When Christ calls a person, he tells them to come 
and die.” And Bonhoeffer knew that reality as he was hanged by the Nazis 
for resistance to Hitler. At the time of this lakeside conversation, Peter had 
not realised of course that Jesus had a much bigger plan for his life. He 
would never be able to return to his familiar fishing ways again. So, in 
response to Jesus Peter says, “But because you say so, I will let down the 
nets.” We know the outcome of this story. But what strikes me in this 
passage is how Jesus disrupts Peter’s life and turns protocol upside down 
and as a result he can never be the same again. This is what Peter did 
every day. Fishing was his life. Jesus comes on the scene and transforms 
the outcomes of what we do.  Like Peter, I have found myself disoriented 
in a business situation after hearing the Lord direct me in a plan or strategy 
at work. I think what is this all about? Yet suddenly, after doing exactly 
what I have been told everything fits into position and success takes place 
on a level I had never dreamed of. This is what it is like to follow after 
Jesus with a willing heart. It is called discipleship. 
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Catching People 

 
There is still something even more beautiful that Jesus has in store for 
Peter. Notice how Jesus relates to Peter through something close to his 
own way of life. Fishing! It is often those activities in our own experience 
where God draws out something even better and more deeply fulfilling. 
He has a way of taking us beyond the humdrum.Then He reveals another 
way, a better way. In Peter’s life this was how to catch fish. He affirms our 
response to Him by enabling us to do this activity together. And, the 
results will always be far better. We all need to learn this lesson well. After 
taking Peter through this learning curve of trust He then tells him the main 
reason for this object lesson. “Don’t be afraid, said Jesus to Simon Peter. 
From now on you’ll be catching people.” 
The outcome of this scenario is that these fisherman abandon everything 
and follow Jesus. 
 

The Reality of the Trail 
 
Hiking is an object lesson for me. A formidable teacher. This strenuous 
type of walking is a stark reminder of my own limitations. However, the 
proposed trail sparks my imagination into life. The wonder and awe of 
creation. And the reality of tough challenges. The enjoyment of relaxed 
banter and the exchanges of serious conversation. The hike has an all-
important beginning. It also must have an end. But, usually my focus is to 
be well prepared on what happens between the starting point and our 
destination. It’s the journey that will shape my character, build my stamina 
and sharpen my sense of direction and purpose. The hike will develop 
perseverance and improve fitness.  
In contrast to only studying a map the reality of walking the trail is far more 
demanding yet deeply satisfying. It has a way of producing healthy 
character. In our day to day living we would call this earthy experience – 
discipleship! 
 

Encouraging Reflection 
 
Without a doubt there will be times on the hike when my muscles are 
aching. And, with heaving lungs I will look back over the terrain we have 
walked in the last few hours and encourage myself. If necessary, I will find 
ways to reassure others on this same trail who are finding the going tough. 
We look back, not to hanker for where we have come from. No, rather to 
strengthen ourselves and realise we can continue on the journey ahead. 
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Of course, there are times to rest and reflect. We all need food and drink 
to sustain us for whatever the trail holds. Our need to stop and catch our 
breath. These are the times when out hiking with others that I listen 
carefully to the instructions of those experienced hikers who know the 
way. They have been this way before, much like the journeymen I 
mentioned earlier who trained to become lithographers.  
 

Metaphor and Story 
 
The Jesus way is very much like hiking. Remaining vigilant, staying fresh, 
listening carefully and being aware of distractions and detours. Travelling 
with our master Hiker reveals so much about life to those friends walking 
with Him. Pain and beauty. Perseverance and trust. Dependence and 
attentive listening. These are some of the growing pains of trusting a 
master Leader who calls us to follow Him. And this is exactly what the 
travel narrative is all about – following, learning and sharing. In our own 
world of shopping and cooking, studying and driving, eating and drinking, 
learning and working. We must learn afresh how to trust the Holy Spirit 
even when we have all the right qualifications. We have studied and 
earned the respect of our peers. Jesus whispers to us in those quiet 
moments, “Throw your nets on the opposite side to your norm!”  Today, 
we do of course have the distinct advantage of having the Holy Spirit. One 
who comes along side us on life’s hike to encourage, sustain and direct 
us. We must, at all costs both listen and follow Him. 
 

Travel Narrative 

The travel narrative is the description of a purposeful hike. It is an insider’s 
view of Jesus' journey over three or four days between Galilee and 
Jerusalem. The time was fast approaching for Jesus to be taken into 
heaven. So, He resolutely sets out for Jerusalem, the place of His 
impending crucifixion and awesome resurrection. The disciples, however 
are confused, bewildered and the purpose of this journey is hidden from 
them. We can read the commentary in Dr Luke's gospel between chapters 
9 and 19. It will certainly be essential reading in order to grasp what I am 
trying to say. 

Preparing for such a journey can evoke any number of emotions. 
Anticipation and uncertainty are usually in that mix. Do we realise how 
Jesus must have felt as He embarks on this history-changing 
pilgrimage? We quickly pick up on His intentions right at the outset of the 
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journey. He sets the pace and tone of this trip almost immediately by 
challenging others about doing things their own way. His words cut deep 
as He talks about the cost of service in the Kingdom of God. This is the 
type of conversation that makes some people feel uncomfortable. Painful 
but absolutely necessary. In our following of Jesus today there are times 
when we also experience doubt, confusion and don’t really know what is 
going on. Yet, we must take heart as those same disciples heard the voice 
from the cloud at the transfiguration, “This is my Son, whom I have 
chosen; listen to Him.” 

Indifference and Hostility 

You may not be aware but in order to travel between Galilee and 
Jerusalem the trail leads through Samaria. And, Samaritans over 
centuries have developed an indifference, if not an aversion to our God-
language. It is much the same today within our post-Christian, western 
world. Over used clichés and trite religious terminology carry little or no 
power.  Samaritan roads were filled with folk who had a different idea of 
God. Certainly not the same God Jesus was revealing. Or maybe, not 
much of an idea at all. This was either hostile or neutral country. Does this 
sound like a familiar trail you have been walking?  

Jesus realises that His time is close but He is not distracted by events and 
sets Himself to share the Good News as prompted by His Father. There 
are some compelling and eye-opening discussions on this adventure 
between Galilee and Jerusalem. Luke invites us to share in these 
conversations. And, for those of us who have moved away from church 
structures it provides a story or narrative that makes complete sense. Not 
a methodology of rules like do this or don’t do that. The contrast for me is 
both exhilarating and challenging. These stories are not dusty old pieces 
of dogma. These are words of Life. We are drawn into holy conversation. 
Jesus pulls us into His world of Storytelling. His way of sharing Good 
News tells us that the work of salvation is God’s and not our own. This 
revelation of light and life provides a solution to our deepest problems. 
These parables or stories remind us that indifference is not an option once 
we truly hear what He is saying. The message of God’s love for people is 
so deeply ingrained in Jesus, so that the words and the man are one. 

Obligation or Trust 

Many years ago, my own experience had been to feel the inward pressure 
of telling the Good News when out travelling through my own world of the 
metaphorical Samaritan countryside. A forced effort to appease my own 
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conscience and hopefully influence outsiders of their need for God. But, 
deep down I began to realise that this kind of forced evangelism turns 
people away rather than towards God. It carries with it an attitude of 
judgement or superiority rather than the love of a deeply caring Father. In 
our own strenuous and intensive efforts to share this god-news we soon 
lose our attentiveness towards the very people to whom we are speaking. 
The result is that he or she is no longer seen as a person but rather a 
cause. And, the life-giving Good News is then reduced to cliché and 
programmed words learned by rote. The Jesus way of sharing good news 
is much better than this. His words are spirit and life.  

Those early disciples may not have fully understood what was going on, 
but they certainly experienced the ways of God’s kingdom. I wonder if 
those early disciples asked themselves if Jesus had missed 
opportunities? The further these friends of Jesus travelled the closer to 
Jerusalem they came. Yet Jesus did not preach our kind of modern-day 
gospel. He was happy to talk to people about seeds and yeast, money 
and manure, lost coins, sheep and an absent son. The Gospel of the 
shrewd manager, the persistent widow, the Pharisee and the Tax 
Collector. These are stories or parables that whet the appetite of hungry 
hearts and open minds. This is life with the Master storyteller at His best. 
We must learn from Him. 

Our Personal Adventure 

Our own personal adventure with the Lord has been to find how He wants 
us to engage with a world that is both indifferent to the Good News and at 
times increasingly hostile towards Jesus followers. Much like modern day 
Britain. We have asked the question what it means to be a friend of 
sinners. How do we touch the lives of the local butcher, the work 
colleague, our school friends and our families? We must understand that 
using religious terminology will mean very little in the minds of post-
Christian generations. And, it is critical today that as God's people we 
learn this lesson from Jesus. In other words, we must determine to tell 
others our own salvation story. This calling starts with the realisation that 
we are living letters, “known and read by all.” But it is more than just telling 
others our own story. Luke’s narrative teaches us that the Holy Spirit is at 
work in our day to day communication. Sensitive, God directed, caring 
conversation can be the beginning of a new day in the life of somebody 
who comes across our path. A chance meeting in the street or a planned 
walk in the countryside. A chat over coffee. All of these encounters carry 
with them the opportunity to share our story. We must trust Him that this 
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might be the case more often as life’s worries can be met with God’s 
compassion through our lives. 

 

A Breath of Fresh Air 

My own interest was aroused while reading this travel narrative by Luke. 
Curiosity gripped me because so much activity we call evangelism today 
centres around professional speakers and meeting places. In case you 
think this is the work best left to the evangelist be assured although we 
desperately need the genuine gifts of ministry today the witness is critical. 

And, we are called to be witnesses. So, listening to the Life message 
dialogue in between Galilee and Jerusalem. I soon realised it was more 
about face to face conversation and Kingdom than organised events. 
People need to experience the heart of God as we describe the expansive 
grace filled Good News of liberty. Like Jesus, the departure, in between 
and the arrival at His destination in Jerusalem. As we grasp the 
significance of this journey, we realise afresh that this is God’s world. He 
cares about all people. It is not our job to convert people but simply to 
share the words of eternal life from within us. To witness by sharing our 
own story. The statement from Psalm 107 that I used in the introduction 
says it perfectly, “Let the redeemed of the Lord tell their story, those He 
redeemed from the hand of the foe.” It is the work of the Holy Spirit to 
change a heart and transform a life. It is our work to tell our story. 

Unravelling the Problem 

In my excitement to explore this wonderful theme of sharing the Good 
News further I looked again at the definition of the words used in the early 
Church and Scriptures. In order for these stories in The Book to make 
sense to us we need to see them as they were meant to be practiced. It 
appears that there are three original words in our New Testament used 
for the sharing of the message of the Kingdom of God. Unfortunately, they 
are often translated as preaching. Again, this places the focus upon the 
professional or paid ministers’ job. There is no qualification required to 
gossip the Good News! Other than, of course a deep love for Jesus and 
people. So, the first word used sixty-one times, means, ‘to proclaim news’ 
much like a herald would announce or proclaim news in a town square. 
The next word used ‘to bring, share or proclaim’ good or joyful news. This 
word is used fifty-five times in the New Testament. It was this third word, 
used two hundred and ninety-six times that captivated my attention. This 



 

TELL YOUR STORY  WWW.HISLIFE.CO.UK 
 

9 

TELL YOUR STORY 

word means, ‘to speak or tell in a conversational way.’ We find Jesus’ 
example of conversational sharing in His parables. It is, to the disciples 
surprise the way of Jesus in His conversation with the woman at the well. 
Nicodemus and Jesus converse over the question of the new birth and 
Zacchaeus a tax collector called down from a sycamore tree. Then we 
must enter into the living of the parables that Jesus delights in sharing 
with people. It is these all-important conversations with people who come 
across our path. Sharing the Good News that God loves people requires 
that you and I are totally prepared. Listening for the gentle prompting of 
the Spirit. And, immersed in the love of a Father who celebrates the 
homecoming of His people. 

Our Priority 

Soon after Jesus and friends set out on this dusty road the subject of cost 
arises. On at least three occasions we are told that Jesus brushes aside 
any excuse that prevents wholehearted following. It seems to me that like 
Jesus, we must also face our own Jerusalem. The place of the cross. It 
can only be that as we lay down our lives for His sake that we will then 
truly impact the world of outsiders. But, more importantly, we will discover 
ourselves. The work of the cross-will breathe new life into our hearts. 
Fresh fire, passion and overflowing grace will flood a purposeful life. 
Without a doubt, our love for God will be refined on our personal journey 
between Galilee and Jerusalem.  

Ask the Lord 

Jesus selects seventy disciples and sends them into hostile territory. His 
message is simple, “Go! I am sending you out as lambs among wolves.” 
This doesn’t sound too appealing. Lambs amongst wolves. But the way of 
a disciple is rooted in trust. Because the Shepherd looks after His lambs. 
He sends them into towns and homes with the Kingdom mandate.  

Jesus instructs His friends about the practicalities of dealing with those 
who reject them. He reminds them to be careful to comply with His 
wisdom. And, these same obedient followers return with joy and the 
declaration that even the demons are subject to them in the name above 
all names! Jesus began to celebrate as He sees Satan fall like lightning 
from heaven. He saw the heavenly reality which corresponded to their 
earthly victories. Jesus’ response to His Father at the return of the seventy 
would be our equivalent of dance, celebration and cartwheels. He was full 
of joy through the Holy Spirit. Then He once again reminds us that childlike 
trust best reveals the Kingdom. “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and 
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earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned 
and revealed them to little children.” However, Jesus keeps their 
unbounded joy in perspective. Let your joy be focused on your heavenly 
integrity. We can be distracted that even the demons are subject to us. 
But, this earthly, God-given authority is only because of our heavenly 
identity. 

 

The Move from Theory to Action 

Jesus is questioned on the road by a lawyer. This man is a legal expert in 
the law of Moses or Torah. He is obviously taking his profession seriously 
because he feels the need to test Jesus on His knowledge of Scripture. 
The question is well framed and asked in a way as though he wanted 
some advice. This of course invites participation from Jesus. He is not 
being aggressive or argumentative. But so that we understand the wisdom 
of Jesus He asks the lawyer another question in response. The Rabbi has 
moved from appearing disadvantaged to being an equal in terms of His 
competency in the ways of God. The lawyer gave the right answer. The 
roles have reversed. Now, the lawyer wants to justify himself. “And, who 
is my neighbour?” 

Jesus tells the story of the Good Samaritan. Asks yet another question 
which the lawyer answers correctly. And now the wisdom of God becomes 
convincingly evident. The man has nowhere to go with his argument. “Go 
and do likewise!” In all intents and purposes both men seemed to have 
performed well. But we must ask ourselves what is the purpose behind 
this story? Two Jewish men in dialogue. The Jewish lawyer is testing 
Jesus, the Jewish Rabbi to find out if He is the genuine article. The lawyer 
feels justified in asking the questions. He feels in control and superior to 
Jesus. Then Jesus introduces a very personal story. A narrative with no 
room to wriggle away from responsibility. 

A beaten, bleeding man lies dying alongside the road. A priest and a 
Levite pass by this dying man in his need. Yet a Samaritan stops and 
bandages his wounds. Puts him on his donkey and takes him to an inn. 
The Samaritan gives him care, time, love and money. The end of the 
conversation cannot be debated further. “Go and do!” The story speaks 
deeply into our own self-centred lives. We may be able to debate and 
question, but do we really care? We do not know if the lawyer’s life was 
changed by this encounter with Jesus. We are only left with the thought – 
what is my personal response to this conversation? What will I do with 
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Jesus’ words to go and do? So, reading always requires a responsive 
living it out in order to fully understand the story. 

Workers – Sowing and Reaping 

This story helps us to realise how serious Jesus is when He talks about 
harvest and the need for workers. You will notice from the text that the 
problem we have here is not with the harvest or readiness of outsiders to 
listen. It is not even the current state of the world.  No, the hold-up appears 
to be the lack of workers as we read in Luke 10. Matthew has a slightly 
different perspective on the picture of harvest and workers. He opens the 
curtain a little wider to reveal Jesus’ heart. “He saw the crowds and had 
compassion on them.” He then, like Luke describes the harvest being 
ready but reminds them that in order for the harvest to be brought in there 
is a need for workers. In Luke 10 Jesus defines the social environment. “I 
am sending you out like lambs amongst wolves.” He then gives them 
specific instructions. “Do not take a purse, or bag or sandals.” And then 
He shares the message with them. “Heal the sick who are there and tell 
them, the Kingdom of God is within reach.” You might begin to understand 
how deeply Jesus felt about this journey towards Jerusalem. Time was of 
utmost importance. He would not pass this way again. So, He urges His 
disciples to pray.  

Knowing Their Hearts 

Powerful life changing conversation brings the story of redemption into the 
lives of ordinary people.  What really interests me in these conversations 
is the way that Luke brings this journey to life. He enlarges the importance 
of storytelling and application. And, He then shows us how it can be done 
in a hostile or indifferent environment. These parables draw us into this 
very personal narrative. Not just because of the nature of His language. 
But, more importantly, these stories teach you and me about our calling 
in the world in which we live. As we read through the narrative it becomes 
clear that Jesus is both focussed and well prepared for each engagement 
with individuals. Being a witness is not about being nice to people. It is 
certainly more about hearing God and speaking out of compassion. On a 
few occasions we read about Jesus, “knowing what was in their hearts.”  
His dependence upon His Father teaches us the importance of also 
relying upon Him. The listening heart will give us fresh insight into a 
situation which opens the way for God’s incredible love and care to flow 
through us. 
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Words of Life 

The Master storyteller disarms the disinterested people by keeping the 
message clothed in everyday objects and real-life situations. As the group 
of friends draw closer to Jerusalem Jesus talks about manure. You would 
think He would be preaching the Good News of repentance and faith 
towards God. Or, like James and John wanting to call down fire because 
the people rejected Jesus. But there is an important lesson in this story 
for us modern-day saints. The outsider does not understand religious 
clichés! And, we must guard against using the words of Jesus to argue, 
control and manipulate their lives. Once we use that strategy the life of 
God leaks out and lose their power. We are primarily called to be 
witnesses. It therefore goes without saying that in order to share our lives 
we must be intimately acquainted with Jesus.  

Eating Words and Digesting Them 
 
We all know how important it is to eat properly. We know not to rush our 
eating and hence cause ourselves indigestion. Eating food is a practical 
picture of what it means to digest the Scriptures. We must read The Book 
to understand what it means. The Bible narrative should be read and 
digested slowly and prayerfully. Reflection then is a vital part of digesting 
the words. So that when we read from The Book our grasp of God’s words 
become revelation and produce faith. We must not be afraid of intimacy. 
If we read only to fill our minds with information, then we are missing the 
value of His Story. 
It is profoundly unhelpful to hear the words of God reduced to sermons, 
illustrations, dogma and doctrine merely as theoretical viewpoints. Our 
minds have been filled with too much information about God and this 
clouds our ability to know God and His ways.  As Paul makes it abundantly 
clear, “for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.” The life of God’s message 
carries with it a fragrance of pure love, tender reconciliation and complete 
redemption.  
 

Sharing Meals – A Way Forward 

We are not called to make converts but to witness to our own personal 
experience of God. Telling our story! One way that conversation happens 
in a relaxed and informal way is over a meal. Sitting around a table of 
friends and breaking bread together is a wonderful means to sharing 
God’s life together. There can be something quite wonderful and Christ-
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like about serving a simple meal. Starting with the preparation and care of 
presentation. The manner in which the hosts give of themselves in 
serving, caring and listening. Also, the prayerful way the meal is lovingly 
served. We have been deeply touched many times around a table of 
friends, not because of the financial expense but by the obvious way the 
meal has been lovingly prepared. In that same spirit we have seen a way 
open for honest and open conversation amongst the people present with 
no one feeling put on the spot or out of place. As the early Church did so 
can we provide an opportunity for people to share their hearts with 
gladness and sincerity. I truly believe the table is a wonderful place to 
have conversations that warm the heart and stir outsiders to desire God’s 
salvation life. 

A Prophetic Thought 

As I have read and reread the words of Jesus within the travel narrative 
presented to us by Luke a thought came to me. It may well be time to take 
a fresh look at what it means to lay down our lives. To review our agendas, 
and the meetings we routinely attend and past long-standing priorities. 
And to reaffirm in our hearts of living within the recognition that we are 
called to respond to all that Jesus wants us to do and be. Like Mary, who 
broke the alabaster jar of fragrant perfume and poured out the contents 
over Jesus’ feet. It may be the time for those among us who follow Jesus 
Christ to pour out our lives as a love offering upon the poor and needy, 
the broken and tormented, the sick and outcasts who need to hear and 
experience that God has indeed come in the flesh to drive out demons, 
heal the sick and hear the gracious yet authoritative declarations that the 
Kingdom of God has come and is coming. There are people whom Jesus 
has brought across our path and others we meet occasionally who need 
to hear the Good News of God’s love and forgiveness. He also wants us 
to be enquiring what it is that He desires of us in order that you and I might 
fulfil our own travel narrative! So, let us ask the Lord for opportunities to 
tell our story. 

 

John Langford   [March 2019]    

 


